Dear Joan, 



8 / 22/79 

lour letter came at the right time for an answer* I don't feel xi^it and until it 
dears up I'd best do no outside wife or anything haring to do with the FOIA cases. 

There have been noro of such days recently, and 1 suppose it has to do with the clotting 
factor of the blood or what controls that end the circulator* iepariments. A week ago 
today the doctor reduced the (hftgh'5 level of anticoagulant because that web's test 
showed that clinically I was ct the point where 1 heswrrgnhed internally. I don t know 
ifl . tha t is a factor hut today I'll hear from yesterday’s test. 

The jjw pr « ft^«n one gets of Dealey Plaza wily from being there is its smallness. 

Out another way, no point in it is a difficult dhot to any other poi nt for a good 
mo-rfr*rnnn - ...Fivo years ago the "museum" was a rgubby plica, beyond improving. ... 
and as I'm* sure you saw, there was no shooting from the street's sewers. 

While I have no h«aia for Interpreting what lELolsaelides told you I think it is 
a great lino/sceno for your book, perhaos more effective as a no to. 

We all change so if X can understand your lack of sympathy for the woman of your 
novel, and I I can and do, is there not another emotion that would enable you to 

get that behind you, compassion? 

X don't Vrr ' , r * who designed the D allas JFK # "laocorial" but I know the wretch who 
built it - a multtoillionair a West Eointar of tho most extreme of the right, a buff, 
a miser, and a man of sure fine spirit that he told his daigfctora whan he established 
estates for them that no nan would ever marry thorn for lcrvc* 

Odd you should mention Dial and a King book and the Pepper I take to be a lawyer 
named Bill Poppor. I've been longing more and more recently to woxfe my way out into 
f-eedoci to writs what 1 hope I can make a short bool:, ono 1 thick can bo dose to 
unprecedented. I have done the original work and 1 have once-eocxet official records 
the extent of which you have seen. 

*roo my prior experiences with publishers and my lack of an agent or rea son to 
bolieto that either an agent or a publisher will be interested in a factual, straight- 
forward non-thcoretioal book I'd decided -teat I would again publish it myself. With a 
large documentary appendix only in facsimile. X know what I have, know what it means, 
know whc.t can. t bo refuted and unfortunately knew what X want throat with publishers 
who woro cfrc&d and I tojooIsi efroid# I haTO 2Avod to find coirple to confirmation 

of oy own ori glnal thinklag end then investigating in official records, even the actual 
proofs of my analysis. 

Popper is an iaprossivily able lawyer Who Joined Flo Kennedy in tho principled 
representation of Joiuy Hay before tho House assassins. *a combination ha and *Xo were 
magnificent. I've had only one conversation® with ^eppor, when 3io called to ask my 
help and I replied that I'd have nothing to do with anyone in any way connected with 
lane* who can only destroy. Earlier Pepper had tried to crib some of ay work from my 
good friend Lea Bayne of Itewsday, who didn t bite. I doubt Pbpper has anything new and 
original. If factual. 

»o assassina tion book will be a financial success if it is like those commercial 
publishers did in the past and thero is little reason to expect a good reception iron 
what is represented by the Times and the professional reviewers* Any book keyed to 

in going to fail* To have a chance to sosoeed, os com-rrcialiy success is measured, 
the book has to be promoted in other ways. And at tho risk of sounding as I do not 
intend, X don't know anybody else who can do it. X Zees able thrjfe I was an a young 
many of 62 when I brought my lost book out, the encyclopaedia on which tho committee ? 
oqO l d not improve (on fact)* But I think I could do enourfu j 



But I'm not about to try to contend with the folkways and oorss political 
imaginings as well as the political realities so 1% not going to waste what time 
remains for 00 tiding to moka ty way around the commercial publishers. 1*11 again 
publish a roufli draft that for all its limitations and liabilities w ill have none 
impact rogsnllooa of how few copies “I'll be able to soil. And in this 1*11 have met 
my obligations as I see my obligations. 

•fha one thing that could interest me in any offer would be an advance that would 
enable 00 to continue to pay Rae to help more than she has* in getting this enormity 
of official paper ready for archival doposit and locating records to use in appoals. 

• L f it involves no confidentiality I'd be interested in what the supposed new 
evidence is. 

As I measure importances and significances 1 will do an important end significant 
book. ISvc lived too much to predict what it will do but X know what it <ym do ard 
if I can get to it before the next election the possibilities of aococipliahmont for it 
might be greater. 1 can do what the most ooatiy Congressional investigation did not 
do end in fact -dared not try to do. God and body willing, I will. 

Excuse the typos*. *t is time to call tha doctor for the results and than I 
must get to work. ' / 

Glad your spirits seem better. 
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